Welcome from The Headmaster

Welcome to our pages dedicated to helping you through the A-level Choices process. I hope that these pages prove to be useful to you as you decide which courses to study in the Sixth Form.

You will be aware that A-levels were reformed a few years’ ago but much remains unchanged in the way we approach these courses which allow you to pick the subjects you enjoy and study them to an exciting depth of detail that was not possible at GCSE. Students at King Edward’s continue to select four subjects to study for A-level and those form the basis of an application to university or other forms of higher education, such as art or drama school. Also unchanged is our aim to be as flexible as possible in giving individual students the subject choices they want, and to that end the Choices Evening and these pages offer guidance and advice to help make the most of the academic opportunities on offer in the Sixth Form.

It is important that you select subjects carefully, and we urge you to seek advice from your current subject teachers and from the Heads of Department of those subjects you are considering. You must make sure that you have a clear idea of the expectations and requirements of each subject that you choose and you must be happy with your choices; motivation is critical at Sixth Form level, and the progress you make will obviously depend on how committed you are to the course of study you choose.

Life in the Sixth Form is very different from the rest of the school; you will enjoy a greater degree of freedom and certainly more responsibility. It can be a most rewarding time and we benefit greatly from the leadership that the Sixth Form gives to the wider life of the School. We hope you will embrace all the opportunities that are on offer, both for intellectual pursuit and for service to the School and to the Community.



Mr Martin Boden
Headmaster


A-LEVELS AT KING EDWARD’S

INTRODUCTION

A-levels represent the pinnacle of a pupil’s academic career at King Edward’s. For most of our students, the high grades they achieve at A-level are the stepping stones to university and as such are vital elements along the path to successful and fulfilling careers. 

A-levels have long been held up as the ‘Gold Standard’ of post-16 education in this country, a well-deserved reputation which is based upon the academic rigour they require and the intellectual curiosity they encourage. They seek to ‘stretch and challenge’ pupils of all abilities, including the very brightest.

It is important to realise that study in Years 12 and 13 is quite different from that which you have undertaken up to now. A-Levels will prove challenging and stimulating but they will also involve much work and effort. 

Those two years are a time of rapid change; most Sixth Formers gradually form a clearer view of who they are and what they intend to do in the future. It is a time of transition, of decision-making. It is a time for making new plans (university, leaving home etc.) based on the self-confidence you acquire through working on your own. It can also be a time when priorities (e.g. study, School play, sport, orchestra and community service) can clash. Your teachers and tutors are there to help you work through those priorities. All students join a tutor group containing about 15 or 16 students from Years 12 and 13 and stay in it for two years. This makes for a valuable mixture of Year 12 and 13 students. Tutor groups meet for registration every day and for longer periods two or three times a week. The Sixth Form is managed by a Head of Sixth Form and three Senior Tutors. Each tutor group is within the oversight of a Senior Tutor.

Sixth Formers are given greater freedom, most notably having some study periods when they are not taught, but they are expected to use this time responsibly. Preparation is expected for every class, and we anticipate that students will spend many of their study periods in the school library or Sixth Form study room. Homework will be set, and you should expect about 10 to 15 hours of work to do outside the classroom each week



In addition to A-levels, we offer PSHE (which we call “Learning for Life”) in Years 12 and 13 to broaden horizons and raise awareness. Via assemblies, tutor periods and a number of set piece collapsed-timetable sessions, we provide Personal, Social and Health Education. We also expect all our Sixth Formers to keep fit or do sport – there is a wide range of activities on a Thursday afternoon. Some students also have the chance to undertake some community service. Students are encouraged to improve themselves and to become interesting individuals.

We are am all-through School and we hope that our Sixth Formers will be involved with the other year groups. There are chances to be support other pupils, including those in lower age groups, and we operate a prefectorial system, with about 10 students going on to be Senior Prefects. There is also a mentoring programme for students entering Year 12 from outside the school and Year 13 students can take on this formal role.  Aside from these official positions, there are chances to join and help run a number of Clubs and Societies, to take part in music, drama, debating, the CCF and many other activities.

We have a well-established and pro-active Careers Education department and a separate UCAS and Higher Education team, who support students in choosing and applying to university and other HE institutions (including specialist support for competitive courses, such as those at Oxford and Cambridge, and applications to medicine).

Most of our students routinely seek places through UCAS each year (including some deferred applications from the previous year). Of these, over 80% achieve a place at their first choice of university each year (last year was over 90%). Gap years are increasingly common, and we can advise on how best to make use of the opportunities these offer.

AFTER LEAVING

We are keen to keep in touch with our former pupils and continue to see many of them to give further advice on careers or Higher Education. There is a strong Association of Old Edwardians, with a Clubhouse in the Pavilion at Bathampton, and there are regular reunions as well as many informal contacts.

ENTERING THE SIXTH FORM

Year 11 pupils currently studying at the School do not need to apply for the Sixth Form but they should give notice if they intend to leave. Outside entrants need to fill in an application form.



Entry requirements are:

· 54 points at GCSE from the best 9 full-course GCSEs, including Mathematics and English Language, with grades below a 4 being disregarded for this purpose. Short courses are also disregarded.

· at least a grade 6 in any subject which you intend to study, or in a related subject in the case of those A-level subjects (e.g. Economics, Classical Civilisation, Politics) without a direct GCSE equivalent; however, you should note that the rigour of A level means that a grade 7 or better is advantageous.

· a pass grade of 5 or above in both English Language and Maths, even if not taken at A level. You will need these qualifications to move onto university or HE course and most jobs.

· A satisfactory attendance and behaviour record for Years 10 and 11

In addition, for outside entrants:
· satisfactory interview.
· a satisfactory reference from your current school.
(If you attended the interview day in November and have received an offer, then you have already met these two requirements)





CHOOSING A-LEVEL SUBJECTS

These pages are planned to help you choose your A-levels; however, there are some things that a booklet cannot do. It cannot give you the real flavour of a course or tell you what it is like to study a particular subject and how far you as an individual would enjoy it. Syllabuses tend to look either very attractive or very boring in cold print and do not always favourably convey the worth and attraction of a subject. You should, therefore, ask your teachers about your suitability for the subject and enquire of Sixth Formers and others what their experiences are of it.

These pages also cannot tell you how to weigh one subject against another or how to resolve competing priorities; you like subject A more, but you think subject B is more useful. For this, you need to talk to someone who knows you well and to consult those teachers appointed by the School to give overall advice.

The following subjects can normally be studied at A-level, depending on demand:

	Foreign Languages
	Humanities
	Arts
	Sciences

	French
	Business studies
	Art
	Maths or further maths

	German
	Classical civilisation
	Drama
	Biology

	Spanish
	Economics
	Music
	Chemistry

	Latin
	English Language
	Photography 
	Computer Science

	Classical Greek
	English Literature
	
	Design Technology

	
	Geography
	
	Physical Education

	
	History
	
	Physics

	
	Philosophy
	
	Psychology

	
	Politics
	
	

	
	Religious studies
	
	Electronics (AS level only)



All subjects are subject to demand and a minimum number of students is required for them to run. The teaching of A-level subjects has to fit into a timetable. Although flexibility and breadth are priorities, not all combinations of subjects are possible every year (although we do our best to make each combination work).




How to choose

You will be expected to embark on four A-levels (five if you choose Further Maths) which will be studied throughout Year 12. All of these subjects will be examined internally at the end of Year 12. The majority of our pupils continue with three subjects into Year 13, although there are many students who carry on with all four. Automatic progress is not guaranteed, however, and may be reviewed in the light of performance in the internal Year 12 examinations. Having four subjects throughout Year 12, even if you currently think you will drop to three in Year 13, gives you a considerable safety net to ensure you can be sure you have picked your best three. The one you drop will add to your CV and show a breadth of interest and wider skill set. When making your choice of A level subjects, you should primarily consider:

1. How able you and your teachers think you are at the subject now and what your potential is.

2. How interested you are in the subject (you will spend more time on each subject in advanced work and will need a real commitment).

Beyond that, you might also think about:
· how important a subject is for any career (but only if you are capable of doing well enough in them)
· how good the subjects are in combination or whether they give contrasting breadth
· some subjects (e.g. Biology, Geography) involve a residential course and you should be aware that the School will make an additional charge for this.

Sometimes students have second thoughts about the choices they have made. We always do our best to accommodate changes of mind, especially during the induction period in late August and early September, but, whereas the widest range of choice is available now, after the deadline for submitting choices, it can be increasingly restricted and it may, indeed, not be possible to accommodate a change.



YEAR 11 POST-GCSE INTERVIEWS
We will be aiming to invite each new member of Year 12 into school later in the Summer Term so that they can meet with a member of the Sixth Form team, finalise any details for the new academic year and ask any questions that they might have about their courses and the Sixth Form. These will take place in late June, just before the planned Pre-Sixth Form Course.

PRE-SIXTH FORM COURSE
Late June

INDUCTION DAY
The start of the Autumn Term in September



Mr L Benedict			Mrs H Graham
Head of Sixth Form		Head of Upper School


Mr A Smith				Mr D Middlebrough		
Deputy Head (Academic)	Deputy Head (Curriculum)	






