ART AND DESIGN / PHOTOGRAPHY 2025
	Teachers:
	Mr E Hume-Smith (Head of Department)

Mr C Gordon
Mr D Willison                            
Miss Odell-Foster - Technician


	Board and Syllabus:
	AQA ART A LEVEL + PHOTOGRAPHY



	Entry Qualifications and Attitudes:


	You will be expected to have GCSE in Art, with a grade 6 or above (other subjects such as Design or Photography are considered). A well-ordered folder of recent work is also encouraged.

Broad Ethos

Studying Art at A level gives you the opportunity to work in a stimulating and exciting environment, where you will be encouraged to develop a wide range of practical skills and approaches. The course is demanding and will require you to confront and challenge some wide-ranging issues and perceptions on a personal level. We are looking for motivated, communicative students, willing to extend themselves in an imaginative and skilful manner.

As with any A level, it is useful to read extensively around the subject. The Library and Internet should be used on a regular basis to increase both your awareness and enjoyment of the subject. In-depth research and investigation will be required. Throughout every project you will be asked to make links with cultural/art historical references, and you should make an effort to become familiar with critical language and develop a critical aesthetic awareness. We expect you to work extensively outside class-time, gathering information, visiting exhibitions and museums, and developing sketchbook work. There is an annual Art Tour, when major collections are visited. Previous tour destinations have included: New York; Barcelona; Paris; Rome, Venice and Florence; Marrakesh; and Berlin.

There is a heavy emphasis on drawing as a foundation for all projects. The taught approach is broad based via a wide range of materials and techniques. Projects tend to be thematic and you will cross between disciplines, working within drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, design and photography. Towards the end of the course, you have the opportunity to specialise and, therefore, study an area in depth and produce work of real quality.

We foster links with Art Schools and help prepare students with their portfolios for interview at Foundation Course level.  Increasingly, we are preparing students for direct entry at degree level in Art and Photography, Art History, Architecture and Fashion/Textiles.
AQA A level specification
The A level specification is designed to be taken over two years with all assessments taken at the end of the course.  All work (including the externally set assessment) is marked by the centre and moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre. There are two components.

Component 1: Personal investigation

· No time limit (September of Year 12 – February of Year 13)

· 96 marks

· 60% of A level

This is a practical investigation supported by written material. The focus of the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.

The investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to construct and develop a sustained line of reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation. It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual materials. The investigation must be informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, photographers, designers or craftspeople.

The written material must be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000 words of continuous prose.

Component 2: Externally set assignment

· Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised

· 96 marks

· 40% of A-level

Separate question papers will be provided for Art and Photography. Students will be provided with examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible after that date. Following the preparatory period, students will complete 15 hours of unaided, supervised time (3 x 5 hour days). In the 15 hours, students must produce a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes, informed by their preparatory work.
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