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A grade 7 in GCSE Biology, or a grade 7 in Double Science, is the recommended minimum requirement to take Biology at A-level. 


	Methods of Assessment and  Examining
	Assessment for the A-level is by examination. 
There will also be a practical endorsement which can only be attained by attaining a suitable standard in a range of specified practical tasks undertaken over the two-year course.


	Number, Length and Title
of Exam Papers
	Paper 1 (2 hours)
Content based on topics studied in Year 12 and the relevant practical skills. Questions will be a mix of short-answer questions and some requiring a more extended written response (35% of the A-level).

Paper 2 (2 hours)
Content based on topics studied in Year 13 and the relevant practical skills. Questions will be a mix of short-answer questions and some requiring a more extended written response (35% of the A-level).

Paper 3 (2 hours)
A synoptic paper covering content from the entire A-level course, including any relevant practical skills. There will be a mix of structured questions (which will include questions on practical techniques), analysis of experimental data and a 25-mark essay question (30% of the A-level).

It will be important to note that 10% of the questions in the Biology exams will assess mathematical skills.


	Objectives of the Course and Skills Acquired


	The aims of the A-level course are to encourage an enthusiasm for Biology, to develop practical skills and to give the student a good foundation for continuing to study biological subjects in higher education.


	

Course Description
	The A-level course gives a solid foundation in the subject, exploring basic biological principles, and seeing how the subject is applied in the real world. The subject can be studied in combination with any other subject and can be used to give a sound preparation for a career in the biological sciences, including medicine, or as an academic study in its own right.

In Year 12 students will study the following topics:
· Biological molecules
· Cell structure and function
· How organisms exchange substances with their environment 
· Genetic information, including variation and relationships between organisms.

In Year 13, students will go on to study further topics:
· Transfer of energy between organisms (respiration, photosynthesis and feeding relationships) 
· How organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments
· Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
· Control of gene expression

Further information about the course content can be gained from http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402

Note that there is no coursework in the Biology A-level; however, over the two years of the A-level course, students will be expected to undertake a range of at least twelve different practical activities to gain a practical endorsement. This will be recorded on their A-level certificate alongside the final grade.
Through their practical work, students will have wide experience, learning practical skills, and linking theory with the practice, deepening their knowledge and understanding. Students will be expected to apply their experience of practical work in their written exams. Practical-based questions will form about 15% of the total assessment. 


	Degree Courses
	Biology is a required subject for any biological degree course, including Biochemistry, Psychology or Microbiology. It is also highly recommended for those going on to Medical or Veterinary School.


	Additional Information
	The practical aspects of the section on ecosystems will be taught on a four-day residential course at the beginning of Year 13, where you will do your ecology practical work. This will contribute towards the practical endorsement of the A-level. The additional cost to parents is likely to be in the region of £350. In addition, students attend a DNA practical workshop in Year 13 at ‘We the Curious’ in Bristol which costs approximately £20.






