
	
	

	
	CHEMISTRY 2025


	Staff:


	Mr M Oehler (Head of Chemistry and Science) 
Ms L Miners

Mr J Garner-Richardson

Dr C Enos

               

Mrs C Corrie

Mr D Cass


Mrs R Carbery (Technician)

Ms A Fisher (Technician)
	

	Board and Syllabus:
	OCR, Advanced GCE in Chemistry A (H432)



	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude:


	The gap between IGCSE/GCSE and A-level study is considerable.

Each student is, therefore, expected to undertake a certain amount of preparation before the commencement of Year 12. This will be done via worksheets given out during the Pre-Sixth Form Course in June. This initial work concentrates on the overlap between GCSE and A level material.
A grade 7 or higher in either Chemistry or Combined Science is the minimum requirement, and our experience has shown that pupils who reach this standard are better prepared to cope with the demands of A-Level study. The A level course places increased emphasis on a student’s ability to be numerate and perform mathematical calculations in the quantitative aspects of the course. 20% of the marks available within the written examinations will be for assessment of mathematics.

	
	There is a large volume of work involved and, since the course continues to build on basic principles, it is imperative that pupils appreciate that hard work really will pay off in this subject.

	
	

	Methods of Assessment and Examining:


	There is no choice of unit content and assessment is by means of three written examination papers and the practical endorsement in Chemistry (assessed continually during the two-year course).

All examinations will be taken at the end of the two-year course. 

	Number, Length and Title of Exam Papers:
	Paper 1   Periodic Table, Elements and Physical Chemistry

2 hours 15 minutes written paper.  (100 marks or 37% of total A level) 



	
	Paper 2   Synthesis and Analytical Techniques
2 hours 15 minutes written paper.  (100 marks or 37% of total A level) 

	Practical endorsement

	Paper 3   Unified Chemistry – synoptic examination

1 hour 30 minutes written paper.  (70 marks or 26% of total A level)

Endorsement in Chemistry no exam assessment
Practical skills are assessed throughout the written examinations, but pupils are also required to complete a minimum of 12 practical activities from defined categories. These practical tasks will be introduced at appropriate times during the two-year course and pupils will need to keep an accurate record of these assessed practical activities.



	
	The endorsement will appear on a pupil’s examination certificate as a separately reported result, alongside the overall grade for the qualification. 

	
	

	
	

	Format of written examinations

	The written papers have a common format. They contain multiple choices responses, some shorter, structured questions and questions that require more extended answers. Students answer all questions.



	
	The Unified Chemistry paper is a synoptic assessment and contains more questions that require pupils to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar scenarios.



	
	

	Objectives of the Course and Skills Acquired:


	The aims of the course are to offer a stimulating and supportive environment that encourages an enthusiasm for Chemistry. The syllabus aims to provide a secure foundation for those who will study Chemistry at university or will follow higher education courses for which Chemistry at A-level is a requirement. The subject is an excellent introduction to scientific methods and the use of evidence. It requires, and develops, the kind of mind that can not only assimilate facts, analyse problems and understand basic principles but can also apply them in a variety of novel situations.



	Degree Courses:
	Most university science courses require two A-level science / mathematics qualifications and one other subject. Chemistry is usually a requirement for potential Medics, Dentists, Veterinarians and Chemistry undergraduate courses. Studying A-Level Chemistry equips you with critical thinking skills, enhances your understanding of the natural world, and opens doors to diverse careers in science, medicine, and engineering. It fosters problem-solving skills, encourages curiosity and prepares students for the next stages in their academic careers.
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