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	Board and Syllabus
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	Entry Qualifications and

Aptitude
	You do not need GCSE Latin, Greek or Classical Civilisation to take this course, but you will need a minimum of a grade 6 in English GCSE and an interest in literature, art and society.



	Method of Assessment and
Examination

	Classical Civilisation is a two-year Linear Course, examined through three papers. All modules are externally assessed.  There is no coursework.
The three exams are as follows:

The World of the Hero (2 hr 20 mins) – 100 marks

In this component students will study one of either Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey, and Virgil’s Aeneid. Students will develop an increasingly sophisticated level of knowledge and understanding of the epics themselves, the way in which they were composed, and the religious, cultural and social values and beliefs of its society. Students will have to read (in English!) just over half of the books of Homer in total and ten out of twelve books of Virgil and be able to answer fact-based questions, analyse authorial style and write thematic essays. 
Culture and the Arts (1 hr 45 mins) – 75 marks
In this component students will study Imperial Image: the efforts made by the Roman emperor Augustus to convey his personal brand to all social classes of Rome. The module includes a study of propaganda used by Augustus, including his own Res Gestae as well as poetry by Horace, Propertius and Ovid and his biography by Suetonius. Students will also engage with visual sources such as statues, buildings and Roman coins. This module will hone students’ visual and analytical skills, develop their ability to offer critical analyses and enable them to articulate an informed personal response to the works under consideration. Students will have to answer fact-based questions, compare and contrast works of literature and other sources, and write thematic essays
Beliefs and Ideas (1 hr 45 mins) – 75 marks
In this component students study Greek Religion. This unit will generate interesting and important discussions about the pervasive nature of religion in the ancient world, looking at the Olympian gods, philosophy, mystery cults and personal belief. Sources include Greek pots as well as temples such as the Parthenon in Athens and literary sources such as Hesiod, Euripides’ Bacchae and Homer’s Iliad. This module will also hone students’ visual and analytical skills, develop their ability to offer critical analyses and enable them to articulate an informed personal response to the works under consideration. Students will have to answer fact-based questions, compare and contrast works of literature and other sources, and write thematic essays.



	Objectives of the Courses and Skills Acquired

	The purposes of a course in Classical Civilisation are:

1. To acquire an understanding of selected aspects of Classical Greek and/or Roman Civilisation which have had such a great influence on our own,
2. To develop awareness of the similarities and differences between the Classical world and later times, and thus to gain a sensitivity to past societies whose spiritual, cultural and moral values and priorities contrast with those of the modern western world,
3. To apply critical and evaluative skills at an appropriate level to evidence of different kinds from the materials studied.



	Degree Courses
	Classical Civilisation can lead on to a traditional Classics course, as many universities now teach the ancient languages at beginners’ level.  Pupils also move on to read Ancient History, Classical Civilisation and Philosophy. A grounding in classical literature can be of use to those planning to read English, Art History, Theatre, Medieval History, Philosophy and other arts subjects.
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