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The first year of study is an exploration of significant theatre companies, practitioners and texts. Theatre companies such as Wise Children, Gecko, Frantic Assembly and Complicite are studied and watched to learn from the best! Extensive exploration allows learners to appreciate all aspects of theatre including performance, direction, design and critical review. With visiting practitioner workshops and theatre trips for students to be inspired and take influence from; at least 4 on offer through each year. We spend time in design and technical aspects of theatre understanding how they communicate and build meaning and atmosphere for the audience. The 2nd year of study will contain 3 different elements of examination. This is a chance for the pupils to put into practice the skills and ideas they have discovered. Scripted work in the style of Naturalism or Physical theatre are favourites and the fun and silly work of Emma Rice is often developed in the devising aspect of exams. Overall, the students will study 5 different texts and assessments vary from live performance, portfolios and written exams. Students are able to submit acting or technical pieces for examinations.





	Board and Syllabus
	WJEC/EDUQAS Drama and Theatre Studies

	
	

	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude
	Excellent reading, writing and analytical skills are vital, as well as strong practical talent in acting, directing or design. In addition, students need independent working habits, good time management, and a serious and committed interest in theatre. GCSE Drama is a great advantage but not essential.


	Methods of Assessment 
Component 1 

Component 2
Component 3


	Theatre Workshop 20%

•  Students will reinterpret a text and create a new piece from this script extract.

•  Examples of texts to interpret: One Man Two Guvnors, The Street of Crocodiles, The Red Shoes, Jane Eyre, London Road, Playboy of the Western World etc. 

•  Performers will work in a group being marked on acting and creating in the style of a key practitioner or theatre company.

•  Students will also complete a creative log that justifies and explains their ideas for performance.

Text in Action 40%

•  Students will produce a performance from a published script in an appropriate style for the text.

•  Learners will create a devised piece for performance in the style of a theatre practitioner.

•  A process and evaluation report will be completed on the creation of both performance pieces. 

Text in Performance 40%

•  Pupils will practically explore and study two published texts: one pre 1956 and one post 1956. Examples of Texts: Trojan Women, Hedda Gabler, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof or Saved, Love and Information, Racing Demon, Chimerica.
•  Learners will study and perform extracts from Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

•  Pupils will be examined on their understanding of the text from the point of view of Designer, Director and Actor. This is a written exam, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes.



	
	

	Objectives and Skills Acquired


	This course aims to encourage in candidates:

·  the development of appropriate theatre skills with the integral discipline of theatre work

·  to extend their knowledge and understanding of theatre in a social, historical and cultural context

·  to encourage a critical and sensitive response to theatre through related theory and practice

·  to develop increased self-confidence, independent study skills and an ability to work well within a group.



	Degree Courses
	This course is a solid academic A-Level which teaches life skills of communication and explores the human condition; it can form part of the qualification for a wide range of university courses including any course which requires good analytical skills, creativity, interpersonal or presentation skills. The course also presents students as self-starters and independent learners with a great sense of initiative. The value of this course to any student who intends to go on to Drama School, to read Theatre Studies, or indeed any subject of their choice is its excellence in building a specific knowledge of social, political and literary canons.
For those who do decide to make Drama their career, there is a rich and growing variety of career opportunities, creative, technical and academic, in Film, Theatre, Television, Theatre-in-Education and in all branches of the vast entertainment industry.
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