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	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude

	Whilst a grade 6 or above at GCSE is beneficial, the most important requirements for studying English Language are curiosity and a keen eye. If you are the kind of person whose eyes are drawn to an advertisement’s blatant manipulation or you listen to a politician’s rhetoric and are outraged (or in awe!) of their power, or perhaps you hear a toddler speak and laugh affectionately at how they string their words together, then English Language might just be the subject for you!  

Students opting for English Language should also understand that the A-Level differs greatly from the GCSE subject. It is much more about how language works in particular contexts and for specific audiences, how children learn language and how the English language has changed over time. The A-Level also requires understanding of grammar at a similar level as when studying a foreign language and the conceptual side of the subject is similar to a social science.



	Methods of Assessment and Examining


	The A-level will be taught over two years with all units examined at the end of Year 13. The A-Level will be assessed via three examinations (Components 1 - 3) and one internally assessed folder of work (Component 4). Components 1 and 2 are each worth 30%. Components 3 and 4 are each worth 20%.

Over the duration of the course students will develop and apply their understanding of the concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis and study of language and explore data and examples of language in use, engaging critically and creatively with a variety of spoken and written text types. They will also have the opportunity to develop their skills as producers and interpreters of language as well as independently investigating language in use. 

Whilst there is a creative element to the subject, much of the course is skill-based, building an understanding of the linguistic frameworks that can then be applied to a range of unseen texts.

In their assessed responses students will be expected to:
· Apply appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated terminology and coherent written expression
· Demonstrate critical understanding of concepts and issues relevant to language use
· Analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language features are associated with the construction of meaning
· Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic concepts and methods
· Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to communicate in different ways

Units of assessment:

Component 1:
Language Concepts & Issues (30%)
2 hour exam at the end of Year 13
Section A: Analysis of Spoken Language. One question requiring analysis of at least two transcriptions
Section B: Language Issues. One question from a choice of three based on the study of four topic areas: standard & non-standard English; language & power; language & situation; and language acquisition.

Component 2:
Language Change Over Time (30%)
2 hour 15 mins exam at the end of Year 13
Section A: Language Change Over Time. One multi-part question and one essay question analysing language change over time
Section B: English in the 21st Century. One question based on the ways language is used in the 21st Century. A set of data and a focussed question will be provided.

Component 3:
Creative & Critical Use of Language (20%)
1 hour 45 mins exam at the end of Year 13
One question from a choice of two. Each question will have a stimulus text (which could be literary or non-literary) followed by three tasks.
Two of these tasks will require original writing responses and the third will require a commentary of one of the texts produced.

Component 4:
Language & Identity (20%)
Coursework (2500-3500 words)
An opportunity to study an aspect of language that interests you!
Language investigation based on the study and research of a topic related to language and identity
Choice of topics from: language & self-representation; language & gender; language & culture; or language & diversity.




