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Mrs S Price
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	Board and Syllabus: 
	OCR H472 – A Level English Literature


	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude:

	English Literature at A Level is for those students looking to future-proof their CV in an age where the skills of critical thinking, originality and understanding of the human condition will be evermore highly prized.  

Whilst a grade 7 or above at GCSE is preferable given the academically rigorous nature of the course, those opting for English Literature A-Level must relish the opportunity to read widely and discuss their interpretations of texts as well as being able to express themselves articulately on paper. 


	Methods of Assessment and Examining


	The A-level will be taught over two years with all units examined at the end of Year 13. The A-Level will be assessed via two examinations (Components 1 and 2) and one internally assessed folder of work (Component 3). 

Over the duration of the course students will study texts from a range of genres written between the sixteenth century and the present day. Students’ reading of the set texts will be enriched through teaching of the texts within their literary, social and historical contexts and informed by the study of secondary critical material. The purpose of the A-level course is to introduce students to a varied range of challenging works of Literature and to fuel their love for and critical appreciation of the written word.

In their written responses students will be expected to: 
	

	· 
	· Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts. 
· Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary texts, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written expression.

	· 
	· Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which literary texts are written and received. 

	· 
	· Explore connections across literary texts. 

	· 
	· Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations. 





	Outline of units:

	Component 1 – Shakespeare, drama and Poetry Pre-1900 
(Written paper, closed text, 2hrs 30mins, 40%) 

In Section 1 of the exam students will be assessed on one Shakespeare play. In Section 2 they will write on one pre-1900 drama text and one pre-1900 poetry text. They will be assessed on their ability to compare a drama and poetry text. 

Text for Section 1 (Shakespeare): Hamlet

Texts for Section 2 (drama): Webster’s The Duchess of Malfi

Texts for section 2 (poetry): Tennyson’s Maud

Component 2 – Close reading in chosen topic area and comparative and contextual study in chosen topic area 
(Written paper, closed text, 2hrs 30mins, 40%) 

Learners choose one topic and study at least two texts in this area, at least one of which must be from the core set text list. For the second text, centres may choose to study the other core set text or one from the suggested set text list. 
Learners will have to respond to the set texts and to a thematically linked unseen prose passage.

Topic: 
American Literature (1880 -1940) - The Great Gatsby, The Sound and the Fury / The Age of Innocence   

Component 3 – Critical piece OR re-creative piece with commentary and a comparative essay- Literature post-1900 
(Non-examined assessment, 20%) 

Learners are required to study three literary texts from across three genres (poetry, prose and drama) written after 1900 and at least one must have been published or performed in 2000 or later. 

The school has a free choice of texts to choose from for this unit. Texts recently taught include: T S Eliot’s early poems (including The Waste Land), the poetry of Elizabeth Bishop, E M Forster’s A Room with a View, Harold Pinter’s The Homecoming, Ross Raisin’s God’s Own Country, Days Without End by Sebastian Barry, Emilia by Morgan Lloyd Malcolm, And Still I Rise by Maya Angelou, All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy, Life on Mars by Tracy K Smith and How to be Both by Ali Smith.


	
	

	
	

	
	





