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	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude


	While a grade 6 at GCSE is preferred, the most crucial requirement is a genuine enthusiasm and interest in both the natural and human world, along with an appreciation for their delicate balance. A basic proficiency with numbers is essential for data collection and presentation, as well as the ability to write well-structured, longer answers. Lessons are designed to encourage discussion and debate, which are vital components of the course.


	Methods of Assessment and Examining


	3 examinations

1 independent geographical investigation 



	Number, Length and Title of Exam papers


	Physical Systems, 1 hr 30 mins, 22% 

Human Interactions, 1 hr 30 mins, 22% 

Geographical Debates, 2 hrs 30 mins, 36% 

Geographical Investigation, 20% 



	Objectives and Skills Acquired


	Our world is dynamic and constantly changing. Our actions have a direct impact on natural systems, meaning that the topics we cover are of increasing importance at local, regional and global levels. The A-level curriculum includes subjects such as global migration, human rights, global health issues, and tectonic hazards. Each place in the world is unique, and we develop an understanding of these places, their identities, and how they change. We also study coastal systems and, through a more traditional component of physical geography, learn how to effectively manage different coastlines. This combination creates a varied, stimulating, and topical A-level course.

Additionally, geographers use a wide range of key skills that build on those learned at GCSE. The collection, presentation, and analysis of primary data are conducted in both human and physical environments, and these research skills are then applied to an individual investigation, which requires careful planning and organisation. Geographical Information Systems are utilised, and their roles are highlighted. Reading, writing, and the formulation of debates and arguments are essential, as is the ability to work effectively in a team.

	Course Description
Fieldtrips

Degree Courses


	Paper One: Physical Systems – 22%
This paper introduces two crucial global cycles and their interrelationships: the water and carbon cycles. Students will first understand these natural cycles and then quickly move on to explore how human activities impact them, both negatively and positively, through various management strategies. The cycles are studied in two distinct biomes: the tropical rainforest and the Arctic tundra, with a focus on the effects of farming in the tropical rainforest and oil and gas extraction in the tundra.

As a coastal nation, it is essential for us to understand the coastal system. By studying different landforms and processes, we gain an appreciation for the diverse coastal landscapes that exist. We also examine the changes introduced by human activity, considering areas where the coastline has been degraded and others where it has been successfully improved and managed.

Paper Two: Human Interactions – 22% 
This paper challenges our knowledge and understanding of places. Our perception of places is shaped not only by data such as the census, but also by the media, art, photography, literature, graffiti, and blogs. Despite the UK's level of economic development, places still have varied needs, with levels of deprivation varying from place to place.  This disparity often stems from changes in employment opportunities, and the government's response in terms of policy and rebranding is considered.

The second part of this paper consists of two smaller units: Global Migration and Human Rights. Global Migration explores the patterns of migration and the economic, social, and political reasons behind these movements. Migrants are seen as bringing both opportunities and management challenges. Finally, the Human Rights unit helps students understand what human rights are and examines gender inequalities and the difficulties that arise when human rights are violated.

Paper Three: Geographical Debates – 36%
This exam paper is both exciting and relevant, as it covers tectonic hazards and the geography of health—an essential subject for any aspiring medic! By integrating physical and human geography, we gain a deeper understanding of the causes of various tectonic hazards and the diverse impacts and responses they elicit. The roles of development, communication, human rights, and politics are examined to fully comprehend the effects and responses to these hazards.

The second unit, Disease Dilemmas, explores how diseases do not discriminate in whom they infect or who develops symptoms. Various physical and human factors influence our susceptibility to risk and our responses to disease. The global nature of some diseases, in terms of their geographical spread and scale, has prompted international efforts to combat them, such as those against Ebola and Malaria. Even higher income countries are not immune to diseases, and the reasons for and management of the increased incidence of non-communicable diseases, such as coronary heart disease, are studied.

Geographical Investigation (Non-Examined Assessment, NEA) 
In the Summer Term of Year 12, students participate in a residential field trip to develop their practical skills. During this trip, they conduct both physical and human investigations, learning how to best collect, present, and analyse a variety of data. This thorough preparation allows them to choose and research a topic of particular interest for their own investigation. Many lessons in the summer term are devoted to helping students refine their choice and establish a clear geographical focus for their investigation. Pupils will then collect their own data and, through discussion with their geography teacher, present and analyse their findings.

There is one residential field trip and one-day trip during the A-level course. The identity of Cardiff Bay and the factors that have shaped this place are researched during a day trip to the Bay Area, while a residential trip allows students to develop fieldwork and analytical skills in preparation for their individual study. Charges for the residential trip (currently around £300) are in addition to the school fees.

Many institutions offer a Geography degree, with Geography A-level being a requirement for most. Additionally, it is considered beneficial for degrees such as Geology, Environmental Sciences, Urban Planning, and Tourism and Leisure. Geography at degree level remains a very popular choice for KES sixth formers, with about a third of our students continuing with Geography at university each year.

A Geography degree is highly attractive to many employers due to the range of quantitative and qualitative skills developed, the emphasis on project work, and teamwork.

	Additional Information


	The staff love teaching this course. It is so relevant to the dynamic world in which we live and, therefore, the examples that we use are constantly changing. Not only this, but Geography provides a bridge between the Arts and the Sciences, and this attracts many students. Geography is often taken alongside a wide range of other A-levels due to the wide range of skills that we develop as geographers.  It is a subject for all!


