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	Course Details and
Examination Breakdown:
	From September 2025 we are studying the Edexcel specification, which comprises three equally weighted units so that students gain a wealth of knowledge about political ideas, systems and the sometimes-mind-boggling reality of Twenty-First Century Politics with a strong focus on Britain and the USA.

Unit 1 – UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
In this unit students will gain an understanding of how democracy works and how citizens can participate; what different political parties stand for and how the electoral landscape has shifted; different electoral systems used around the UK and debates around the continued suitability of the First Past the Post system; and learn about trends surrounding voting behaviour and the role the media plays. We then explore the origins, current applications, and future of Liberalism, Conservatism, and Socialism. This is a lively, up-to-date course which rewards students who follow current affairs.

Unit 2 – UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas
Here, students will gain an understanding of the UK’s institutions and the relationship between different branches of government – how Parliament works; how the Prime Minister and Cabinet actually run the government; what role the Supreme Court has in proceedings; and the nature of the UK constitution. Perhaps more theoretical than Unit 1, this study is also equally rooted in current developments and students are often surprised by how mutable these institutions are. Additionally, we study Feminism as our fourth ideology.  

Unit 3 – Comparative Politics
The focus of this unit is on understanding the USA’s politics in its own right, before then inviting comparisons with the UK. Students will learn about the US Constitution and federalism; Congress; the nature of the Presidency; the outsized role of the US Supreme Court; and the extent to which civil rights are protected. The US’s democracy and participation levels are explored before finishing with some comparative theories. 

	


Other Information:
	


Teaching and Learning Methods.
We use a wide variety of methods in lessons, ranging from presentations video-making, and debates to more traditional note-taking. When looking at political institutions and theories, we take pride in keeping up with current events and always show current clips from Parliament or news articles which bring the theoretical to life. We run mock elections, and regularly have visitors in class, as well as running trips to Party Conferences (and the USA in Easter 2024 and hopefully again in 2025-26). Discussions become passionate at times, but you do not need to have any particular political views of your own. We also spend time looking at the exam papers and how to approach them. Lessons will involve you as much as the teacher!

Higher Education and beyond
Politics develops your knowledge, not only of the subject, but of a number of other disciplines such as philosophy, economics and history. We work hard to develop your analytical skills. There are many Politics courses at university, some of which are similar to this A Level course in that they study the political institutions and parties of various countries: be aware that some Politics courses are open to students who did not take A-Level Politics. Others look at political theories such as liberalism, issues such as the environment and the economy, or contrasting aspects of globalisation and regional politics. Politics degrees show that you can think independently and communicate your ideas effectively, and prepare you well for life in that you have a good idea of the ‘art of the possible’ – that in reality, politics is necessarily messy, full of compromise, and often involves no good choices! 

History and Politics
It is quite possible to study both History and Politics and many pupils enjoy doing so each year. The two subjects share similar skills but are sufficiently different for universities to consider them as distinct A-Levels. They have skills which are discrete to each subject and the content is largely different.


	
	





