	
	CLASSICAL GREEK 2025


	Teachers:
	Mr N Burns

Mr P Feeney 

Mrs E Greenbury (Head of Department)

Mr A Smith



	Board and Syllabus:
	OCR Classical Greek


	Entry Qualifications and

Aptitude:
	You will need a minimum of a Grade 7 in GCSE Classical Greek and enthusiasm.



	Method of Assessment and Examination:
	Greek is a two-year linear course, with four examinations at the end of Year 2. There is no coursework. 



	
	Greek Unseen Translation (1 hour 45 minutes) 33%

The unseen translation paper has two sections. Candidates answer both sections. In Section A, candidates will translate a passage of unseen prose into English worth 50 marks. In Section B, candidates will translate a passage of unseen verse into English worth 45 marks. They will also have to scan two lines of verse, worth 5 marks.

Greek Prose Composition/Comprehension (1 hr 15 mins) 17%

The prose composition or comprehension paper has two sections. Candidates answer either Section A or Section B, with each section worth 50 marks. In Section A, candidates will complete a short translation, answer comprehension questions and grammar questions. In Section B, candidates will translate a passage of English, of at least 100 words, into Greek.

Greek Prose Literature (2 hours) 25%

The Prose Literature paper has three sections worth 75 marks in total. In Section A, candidates will answer questions on the set text that they have studied from Group 1 (Herodotus 7 or Plato’s Crito). In Section B, candidates will answer questions on the set text that they have studied from Group 2 (sections from Herodotus 8 or further sections from Plato’s Crito, or Lucian’s Charon). In both sections there will be comprehension questions, set text translation and an analysis question. In Section C, candidates will answer an essay on the set text they have studied from Group 2 and draw upon the additional reading they have done in English.

Greek Verse Literature (2 hours) 25%
The Verse Literature paper has three sections worth 75 marks in total. In Section A, candidates will answer questions on the set text that they have studied from Group 3 (Homer’s Odyssey 16 or Sophocles’ Electra). In Section B, candidates will answer questions on the set text that they have studied from Group 4 (Homer’s Odyssey 22 or further lines from Sophocles’ Electra, or Aristophanes’ Birds). In both sections there will be comprehension questions, set text translation and an analysis question. In Section C, candidates will answer an essay on the set text they have studied from Group 4 and draw upon the additional reading they have done in English.



	Objectives of the Courses and Skills Acquired:


	The purpose of a course in A-Level Greek is to provide an understanding of some of the elements of Classical civilisation, literature and language which have had a great influence on our own, to fire imagination and to deepen and develop experience by considering a wide range of issues, such as aesthetic, ethical, linguistic, political, religious and social questions.

A Greek course should provide a satisfying experience in itself and a sound basis for further study. Its aims will be to encourage you to:

1. Develop, at an appropriate level, a competence in the language studied;

2. Read, understand, appreciate and make a personal response to some of the literature in the original language;

3. Acquire some understanding of the civilisation within which the literature studied was produced;

4. Develop a sensitive and an analytical approach to language by seeing English in relation to a language of very different structure and by observing the influence of Greek on English;

5. Observe, abstract and analyse information, paying due regard to evidence, and to develop a sympathetic awareness of the motives and attitudes of people of a different time and culture, while bearing in mind Greece and Rome’s legacy to the modern world.


	Degree Courses:


	Greek can be studied as part of a traditional Classics course (usually with Latin) where it opens out into the study of Ancient History, Philosophy, Religion, Politics, Art and Archaeology, in addition to the study of language and literature. Students may also opt to continue with the language as part of a joint honours course, combining it with English or a modern foreign language.
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