HISTORY 2025

	Teachers:
	Ms P Ford - Head of Department      Mrs S Burns
Mr T Burroughs                                    Mrs H Graham
Ms S Moon                                           Mr R Thomas


	Entry Qualifications and Aptitudes:
	Key requirements for studying History are a genuine interest in the past, the confidence to write at length, the ability to embrace the uncertainty of evidence, the willingness to take part in class discussion, and, crucially, a genuine willingness to read. There is source-based work at A-Level, but it is very different from that done at GCSE. If you have the necessary interest and literary skills then the chances are that you have, or will soon have, a grade 7 or above at GCSE.


	Course Details and Examination Breakdown:
	We follow the Edexcel syllabus for History. This is a linear course and units 1, 2 and 3 are examined at the end of Year 13 while the coursework unit is worth 20% and is also submitted in Year 13. From September 2025 we are offering a new course, the details of which are below:

	
	
Unit 1  Britain: Conflict, Revolution and Settlement, 1625-1701 (worth 30%; examined via three 20 mark essays).
This option comprises a study in breadth, in which students will learn about key changes in Britain’s turbulent 17th Century. We begin by trying to gain an insight into divine right monarchy and decisions of Charles I. We explore why Britain descended into civil war, what the Interregnum was seeking to achieve, and question why the Stuart monarchy was restored in 1660, only to be deposed once more in the Glorious Revolution of 1688. The relationship between King and Parliament dominates the period, but we also explore philosophical, scientific, social, economic, and religious changes along the way. Studying this breathless century – with huge dollops of progress and reaction – is arguably more important than ever in these current, intolerant, times. 

Unit 2  France in Revolution 1774-1799 (worth 20%; examined via two 20 mark essays).
This depth study shines the spotlight on one of the most consequential events of early modern world history – how France shook off its Ancién Regime and replaced it with high-minded ideals of liberté, égalité, fraternité - only for those ideals to be themselves replaced with terror and chaos, culminating in the coup of Brumaire in which Napoleon Bonaparte seizes power. This course is fascinating in its own right but follows on neatly from the Britain course.

Unit 3  Civil Rights and Race Relations in the USA, 1850-2009 (worth 30%; examined via three 20 mark essays).
We are excited to offer this module, with its focus on interdisciplinary studies including politics, human geography, film, and literature. In the breadth themes, students study changing patterns of black American migration and settlement and look at how portrayals of black Americans in film and literature have affected the Civil Rights struggle. In the depth topics, students will look at five key Civil Rights case studies. With the end of the Obama presidency, the rise of Black Lives Matter, and continued controversy over issues such as Affirmative Action in the US, this is a lively and topical module which will immerse students in the black American experience.  

Unit 4 Coursework 
The coursework unit comprises 20% of the A-Level and focuses upon an area of historical debate. This is likely to be on an aspect of Nazism such as the nature of Hitler's dictatorship, the reasons for the rise of the Nazis or the causes of the Holocaust. Students will devise their own question and then answer it making use of a range of historical sources and opinions while developing essential research skills.


	Objectives of the Course and Skills Required:





	Teaching and Learning Methods.
The department’s teachers are extremely passionate and knowledgeable about these topics and hope to inspire you with their expertise. The key concepts taught are cause, consequence, continuity, change similarity, difference and significance. To bring these to life, we use a wide variety of methods ranging from making videos, presentations or seminars to discussions, simulations and role play or more traditional note-taking. We look not only at the events and contemporary sources, but also take time to discuss how they have been interpreted. Equally, there is a lot of time spent looking at the exam papers and how to approach them: most written preps will take the form of a past paper essay question. We aim to make our lessons intellectually challenging, engaging, and interactive. You will be encouraged to problem solve and think creatively about the reasons for continuity and change, and to contribute to the cut and thrust of classroom discussion. 


	Degree Courses:





	History courses at university are very varied in their nature, and there are thousands of them! Whether you prefer ancient, modern or even contemporary History, political, economic or social History; international relations or war studies, there will be plenty that appeal to you. Once armed with a History degree then there is a huge range of careers open to you – from law and banking to journalism, the civil service, politics, and even teaching! Your degree will show that you have a wide range of important analytical, evaluative, and research skills that make you highly employable and, crucially, are future-proof.



 
