	
	MUSIC 2025


	Teachers
	Mr R. Drury– Head of Department
Mr M. Boden – Resident Composer
Mrs C. Zuckert 
Mr Hutchings – Accompanist & Performance Coach


	Board and Syllabus
	EDUQAS


	Entry Qualifications
	In order to access the upper grade boundaries KES advises musicians that:
· a grade 7 in GCSE Music
· performing skills need to be Grade 6 - 8 (or equivalent) on an instrument or voice at the start of Year 12
· a pass in ABRSM Grade 5 Theory is required

	Objectives of the Course and Skills Acquired

	Continuing development of practical and theoretical skills
The appreciation of the diverse heritage of music
The development of an individual’s particular strengths and interests



	 A Level Music
	Composition
	Performance 
	Appraising/ listening/written exam 

	Option A
	25%
	35% 
	40% 

	Option B
	35%
	25%
	40%



	
	Appraising and listening: written examination 
40% of course - 2hr 15 mins. 
Subject Content:
· Musical elements and their interdependence (Timbre/Texture/Rhythm etc.)
· Musical contexts (effect and purpose, intention, audience, time place, social context etc.) 
· Musical language (Notation, Chords, Vocabulary etc.)
The examination will include questions on Set Works studied and some examples of music which have not been studied as set works. There are essay components to the course. 

Pupils will study THREE Areas of Study:
Area of Study A: The Western Classical Tradition (The Development of the Symphony 1750-1900).
Choose one set work for detailed analysis and the other for general study.
Symphony No. 104 in D major, 'London': Haydn
Symphony No. 4 in A major, 'Italian': Mendelssohn

A choice of ONE Area of Study from:
Area of Study B: Rock and Pop
Area of Study C: Musical Theatre
Area of Study D: Jazz – (currently being taught)

A choice of ONE Area of Study from:
Area of Study E: Into the Twentieth Century including two set works: 
Trio for Oboe, Bassoon and Piano, Movement II: Poulenc
Three Nocturnes, Number 1, Nuages: Debussy

Area of Study F: Into the Twenty-first Century including two set works: – (currently being taught)
Asyla, Movement 3, Ecstasio: Thomas Adès
String Quartet No. 2 (Opus California) Movements 1 (Boardwalk) and 4 (Natural Bridges): Sally Beamish

PERFORMING Music - 25% - 35%
· Each candidate is required to perform a recital. 
· Recitals take place between March and May. 
· This component is externally assessed by a visiting examiner. 
· Performances do not have to be on the same instrument and can be a combination of ensemble / solo / improvised / realised on technology if more than one piece is submitted. 
· Supporting documentation must be submitted in the form of a score, lead sheet, chord chart, annotation, guide recording etc.

Option A where performing is 35% of qualification: 
· Total duration of recital: 10-12 minutes
· A performance consisting of a minimum of three pieces. 
· At least one of these pieces must be as a soloist. 
· The other pieces may be either as a soloist or as part of an ensemble or a combination of both. 
· One piece in the recital must reflect the musical characteristics of one area of study. 
· At least one other piece must reflect the musical characteristics of one other area of study, different area of study.

Option B where performing is 25% of qualification: 
· Total duration of recital: 6-8 minutes
· A performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces
· Either as a soloist or as part of an ensemble or a combination of both. 
· One piece must reflect the musical characteristics of one area of study.
 










COMPOSING Music - 25% - 35%
· This component is externally assessed. 
· The composition briefs will be released by awarding bodies in September, at the beginning of the school year in which the course will be completed 
· You must submit a recording/realisation of your pieces. These do not need to be performed by the candidate, and they are not marked for the quality of the performance, only the quality of the composition. 
· A score or chord lead sheet accompanied by a composing log is required. 
· You submit coursework to EDUQAS by the end of the Easter Term in Year 13.

Option A Composing is 25% of qualification: 
· Total duration of compositions: 4-6 minutes
· Two compositions, one of which must reflect the musical techniques and conventions
· associated with the Western Classical Tradition and be in response to a choice of 4 briefs set by EDUQAS. 
· The second composition is a free composition.

Option B composing is 35% of qualification: 
· Total duration of compositions: 8-10 minutes
· Three compositions, one of which must reflect the musical techniques and conventions
· associated with the Western Classical Tradition and be in response to a choice of 4 briefs set by EDUQAS.
· The second composition must reflect the musical characteristics of one different area of
· study (i.e. not the Western Classical Tradition) 
· The third composition is a free composition.
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