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The study of Philosophy is a demanding academic discipline, requiring a detailed analytical reading of texts, a highly structured and logical essay style, and an ability to engage in fundamental discussion of some of the deepest issues in our understanding of the world and our place in it.  Students require an open mind, a commitment to persevere with difficult and challenging concepts, an ability to engage in a substantial programme of background reading, and a willingness to participate in reasoned debate. The study of Philosophy is (in roughly equal measure) fascinating, infuriating, and fun. We follow the AQA specification.

The course covers four topic areas:
1. Epistemology

2. Moral philosophy

3. Metaphysics of God

4. Metaphysics of mind

Within these four topic areas, pupils are expected to be able to demonstrate their ability to:

•
understand the ways in which philosophers have analysed the core concepts of philosophy, and be able to identify how subtle differences in analyses can have wider impacts on philosophical arguments. 

•
understand the main philosophical arguments within topics, through the works of philosophers, and articulate those arguments in appropriate forms, correctly, clearly and precisely.
•
understand the philosophical claims which are made within each topic and be able to articulate those claims correctly, clearly and precisely. Students must also articulate how those claims might relate to other topic areas.
•
understand the ways in which philosophical arguments are developed, issues are raised, and arguments are reformulated in response to those issues.
•
understand the similarities and differences between the forms of reasoning used in different philosophical content areas, including the similarities and differences between different kinds of knowledge.
•
generate responses using appropriate philosophical formats, to a range of philosophical questions. These responses must include: articulating definitions; articulating arguments and counter-arguments and selecting, applying and evaluating appropriate material to generate their own arguments.

There are two written examinations:

Paper 1: Epistemology and moral philosophy

•
Written exam: 3 hours

•
100 marks

•
50% of A-level

Questions:

• Section A: Five questions on epistemology

• Section B: Five questions on moral philosophy

Paper 2: The metaphysics of God and the metaphysics of mind
•
Written exam: 3 hours

•
100 marks

•
50% of A-level

Questions:

• Section A: Five questions on the metaphysics of God

• Section B: Five questions on the metaphysics of mind
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