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Psychology is the scientific study of human and animal behaviour and experience. It is classified as a science.

This qualification offers an engaging and effective introduction to Psychology. Students learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop skills valued by universities and employers, including critical analysis, independent thinking and research. Various theories are explored and discussed in relation to evidence. This evidence may come from a variety of sources e.g. case studies, questionnaire/interview, surveys, observations, laboratory experiments, natural experiments, content analysis, correlational analyses.

Students discuss issues such as: how to define abnormality, what makes people conform, obey or act independently and why infants and caregivers form attachments. Students also study topics with a very practical application e.g. memory is studied in relation to eyewitness interviews. Biopsychology is also studied, and students contrast biological explanations of behaviour with various psychological ones. 

There is a small amount of elementary statistical analysis in Year 12 and these concepts are explored in more depth in Year 13; however, anyone with a grade 6 in Mathematics at GCSE should be able to cope with all the statistical elements of the course.

The Psychology syllabus also explores the nature of science. Students will carry out small-scale investigations, using a range of research methods, to help them with this understanding. It is important that students should understand that Psychology does not provide black and white answers to questions but rather suggests a range of interpretations, each with their own strengths and weaknesses.

Psychology can be studied in combination with a wide range of subjects but is especially well suited to combinations with Biology, Physical Education, RS, History, English, Drama, Art and Philosophy. It is of great value to students wishing to pursue a career in medicine.



	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude


	Beyond the entry requirements generally required by the school for entry into the Sixth Form, students considering A-level Psychology should have a minimum of a grade 6 in Mathematics and Biology at GCSE, and they should possess good essay writing skills; however, the most important requirement is enthusiasm for the subject.



	Methods of Assessment and Examining


	This is a linear qualification with 3 written exams (equally weighted) sat at the end of Year 13. Each paper is 2 hours long and comprises a mixture of multiple choice, short-answer and extended-writing questions.

There is no coursework element to any part of the Psychology syllabus.  

Paper 1 (Introductory Topics):

· Social Influence

· Memory

· Attachment

· Psychopathology

Paper 2 (Psychology in Context): 

· Approaches

· Biopsychology

· Research Methods

* In addition to the discrete assessment of Research Methods in Paper 2, knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and mathematical skills will be assessed in all sections of all three papers. These skills will be developed through study of the specification content and through ethical practical research activities, involving:

· designing research

· conducting research

· analysing and interpreting data.
Paper 3 (Issues and Options):

· Issues and Debates

· Cognition and Development

· Schizophrenia

· Forensic Psychology

* In answering questions on Issues and Debates students will be expected to illustrate their answers with knowledge and understanding of topics studied elsewhere in the specification.



	Aims and Objectives and Skills Acquired


	Aims

· develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other.
· develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods.
· develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills.
· develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated with the subject.
· understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society.

Objectives:

AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theories, research studies, research methods and ethical issues in relation to the topics studied.

AO2: apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specified content in a range of contexts.

AO3: analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological concepts, theories, research studies and research methods in relation to the specified content. Evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness.



	Degree Courses
	An A-level in Psychology will enable students to:

· Follow a degree course in psychology, social science, sport science, sociology, criminology, nursing, marketing & advertising and many more options. 

· As the course equips students with scientific skills, data handling and also extended essay skills and critical thinking, it can lead to a broad range of degree options. These are a small selection of courses with direct links to A-Level Psychology. The UCAS website will give you further guidance.

· Seek employment in the area of human resources, management, the care sector, public relations, teaching, advertising, medicine or law.

· If you wish to pursue a career as a clinical, educational, occupational or forensic psychologist, this will require postgraduate training.


