RELIGIOUS STUDIES 2025
	Teachers:
	Mr M G H Buswell (Head of Department)

Miss H Dawes
Mrs J Rees-Roberts



	Board and Syllabus Number:

	Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Religious Studies (9RS0)

	Entry Qualifications and Aptitude:
	Although good passes at GCSE in subjects such as History or English are normally expected, students are not necessarily debarred from taking this subject at A Level because they do not have a qualification in Religious Studies at GCSE.



	Methods of Assessment and Examining:
	Unit 1: Philosophy of Religion (Paper code: 9RS0/01)
Written examination: 2 hours
33.33% of the qualification
80 marks

Unit 2: Religion and Ethics (Paper code: 9RS0/02)

Written examination: 2 hours

33.33% of the qualification

80 marks

Unit 3: New Testament Studies (Paper code: 9RS0/03)

Written examination: 2 hours

33.33% of the qualification

80 marks


	Number, Length and Title (or content) of Exam Papers:
	Each unit is examined by an externally-assessed two hour written examination comprising three sections. 

Students answer all questions in Section A, Section B and choose one question in Section C.
· Section A  - Three short, structured questions.

· Section B  - Two extended-response questions base upon an excerpt from A Level Religious Studies Anthology the extracts list. 

· Section C  - A choice of two extended essay questions.


	Objectives of the Course and Skills Acquired:
	You will be assessed on your ability to achieve acquired knowledge and understanding of:

· The key concepts within the chosen areas of study (e.g. religious beliefs, doctrines, principle, ideas and theories) and how these are expressed in texts and practices.
· The contribution of significant people, traditions or movements.
· Religious language and terminology.
· Major issues and questions arising from the areas of study.
· The relationship between the chosen areas of study and other specified aspects of human experience.

You will develop the following skills:
· Recall, select and deploy specified knowledge.
· Identify, investigate and analyse questions and issues.

· Use appropriate language and terminology.

· Interpret and evaluate religious concepts, issues, ideas, the relevance of arguments and the view of scholars.

· Construct reasoned arguments substantiated by evidence.

· Make connections between the areas studied and other aspects of human experience.



	Course Description:
	Unit 1: Philosophy of Religion (Paper code: 9RS0/01)
Philosophical issues and questions; The nature and influence of religious experience; Problems of evil and suffering; Philosophical language; Works of scholars; Influences of developments in religious belief.
Unit 2: Religion and Ethics (Paper code: 9RS0/02)
Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics; A study of three ethical theories; Application of ethical theories to issues of importance; Ethical language; Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars; Medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues.
Unit 3: New Testament Studies (Paper code: 9RS0/03)

Social, historical and religious context of the New Testament; Texts and interpretation of the Person of Jesus; Interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and authorship; Ways of interpreting the scripture; Texts and interpretation: the Kingdom of God, conflict, the death and resurrection of Jesus; Scientific and historical-critical challenges, ethical living and the works of scholars.



	Degree Courses:
	Like any other arts subject, the course is not intended as vocational training for one specific degree or career.


	Additional Information:
	The strength of the syllabus lies in its breadth. It gives you an opportunity to develop your own interests and conduct your own research.
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