	SPANISH 2025

	Teachers:


	Mrs E Gil Head of Spanish
Mrs B Charlton 
Miss G McPherson 
Miss M Martínez (Spanish assistant)



	Exam Board:              
	Eduqas  



	Entry Qualifications:
	We recommend a minimum of grade 7 at GCSE


	The Course:

	This is a flexible course designed to develop all the skills started at GCSE to a high level and to offer the opportunity for some self-study (particularly with regard to topic work for the oral examination). It also encourages visits abroad and allows students to study some literature and/or film, primarily, though not exclusively, for its linguistic merit. 

The Department has a dedicated Sanako Tandberg language lab, a resource which enhances the enjoyment of language learning at KES. 

The A-Level is a two-year course examined at the end of Year 13. This includes an independent study module as part of the speaking. A film and a literary text will be studied and analytical and critical skills will be taught that will greatly enhance your ability to discuss and analyse in depth in a foreign language. 
During the course, students will use the latest coursebooks, supplemented by source material (e.g. foreign language magazines and topic-specific packs) including podcast. The Head of Spanish is a native speaker, and supplementary oral lessons are built into the course. There are extensive stocks of extra materials for reading and listening in the Department Library. All exams will be sat at the end of Year 13, which will give students the very best chance of developing their language skills. There is no coursework. We aim to give students confidence in all aspects of the course while being taught much of topical interest related to Spanish-speaking countries.



	We aim to offer an exciting and challenging course that will train minds and prepare students for living, working or travelling in Europe and across the world.

Assessment for Eduqas syllabus:


	Component 1 (30%) 


	Speaking (21-23 minutes)
1a Presentation of independent research project
1b Discussion about independent research project
2   Discussion based on stimulus card relating to one of the 4 course topic areas studied



	Component 2 (50%)
	Listening, Reading and Translation (2.5 hours)  

Mixed skill paper (listening, reading, writing), mainly comprehension-based



	Component 3 (20%)

	Critical & Analytical Response in Writing (2 hours)
Two essay questions about the set list of films and books 



	Degree Courses:
	Pure language courses are offered by many universities in the UK, which often have extensive links with universities abroad and allow language study overseas. In addition, languages are easily combined with other subjects (e.g. business studies, law, management, media or tourism/leisure studies).
Foreign language skills are increasingly prized by employers, especially in such areas as law, accountancy, banking, engineering, business management and, of course, the diplomatic service. Linguists can also study abroad – and so avoid tuition fees in some countries!


	Additional Information:
	There are more than 450 million speakers of Spanish, making it the second most widely spoken language in the world. Languages are considered an impressive skill by many employers and opportunities for Spanish learners are abundant. Linguists are considered to possess all-round competence, have confidence in communicating and have well-trained, logical minds. If students have been abroad, they have a wider cultural awareness; they can show proof of enquiring minds and a willingness to take on a challenge. Hence excellent opportunities exist for competent linguists in all fields.

The Spanish Department at King Edward’s has had great success in teaching A Level, both to students taking more traditional humanities subjects (e.g. Spanish with History or English) and to those with broad range of interests (e.g. Spanish with Biology or Maths). We can cater for the needs of the specialist linguist, as well as those seeking to maintain linguistic competency alongside other subjects. 

Comments about modern foreign languages at A Level from a publication by the University of Cambridge:

· “… it is important both from a specific career point of view and from a broader educational perspective, that our science graduates can communicate and are perhaps fluent in another language.”

· in choosing degree courses in History of Art, Music, Theology and Religious Studies, a language A-level was regarded as “highly desirable”, and in English, Engineering and History degrees, as “helpful”.
· in choosing to study modern languages, a second modern language was regarded as a very great advantage.
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